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Pier to Pine Ocean Swim Delivers an Epicﬂ_
Day in Emily and Slaughter Bay

Norfolk Island put on a spectacular show for ocean
swimmers on the 11th April 26 as the Pier to Pine Ocean Swim
delivered an unforgettable day of racing, camaraderie and

island pride across the pristine waters of Emily and Slaughter
Bay.

With 193 race registrations and 173 swimmers taking
the plunge, the event attracted competitors from Norfolk,
Australia, New Zealand and the United States, proving that
Norfolk Island has cemented its place on the global ocean
swimming calendar. From the youngest competitor aged just
8 to the eldest at an inspiring 83 years old, the Pier to Pine
celebrated ocean swimming in every sense.
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using the event as a platform to grow a strong and
competitive ocean swimming community on the
island, with future opportunities for regional and
representative pathways for local athietes.

One of the most heartwarming moments of
the day came in the longer races, where a 79 and
80yearold couple swamthe 2.5km Pier to Pine + Raft
together, perfectly capturing the inclusive spirit of
the event. Another highlight was a threegeneration

family who stood shoulder to shoulder on the start

line to share the experience — a powerful reminder
of how this swim brings families and generations
together,

The day kicked off with our local stars shining
brightly in the Around the Raft 200m, where Norfolk
Island kids showed visiting swimmers exactly how
it's. done. Kingston Menzies stormed home to

take fastest male honours and cross the line first
in 2:49.12, while Isabela Sterling claimed fastest
female with an impressive 3:15.57,

That friendly rivalry continued in The Channel
600m, with the placings delightfully reversed.
sabela Sterling powered across the line first to
laim fastest female in 8:50.39, while Kingston
flenzies once again impressed, securing fastest
ale in 9:10.84. The shoreline came alive with
1eers as locals proudly watched homegrown
lent domi '
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diriver. 3“3;' 34 per cent visiting with one to two
friends, .W:,ls and a further 32 per cent travelling
companio of three to six, helping to spread the
in groups oss accommodation, hospitality and

I : ot
Eecg?gfsiﬁ(ésses. The majority of visitors embraced
the full island experience, with 78 per cent staying

forLfgglzigogsz;ir;S’Ig:‘I;: future of the event looks
bright, with 55 per cent of respondents saying they
would return next year, and another 40 per cent
still considering their plans — a strong indication
of repeat visitation potential. More than h_alf of
participants (57 per cent) said they would definitely
recommend the Pier to Pine Ocean Swim to others,
reinforcing its reputation as a mustdo ocean swim.
When asked what stood out most, swimmers
consistently highlighted the beauty of the course,
the opportunity to swim alongside abundant
marine life, and a wellorganised event delivered
by friendly volunteers, staff and the wider Norfolk
Island community. The feedback confirms that Pier
to Pine is not just a race, but a memorable Norfolk
Island experience — one that many swimmers are

Wwere outstanding, and the o

already keen to relive,

The Pier to Pine Ocean Swim proved to be

a major boost for the island, A sporting event

bringing 173 competitors plus companions to

Norfolk Island for 4-7 nights is estimated to
generate approximately $420,000 in direct local

visitor expenditure, with a total local economic
contribution of around $625,000 when flowon
gﬁec,ts_-are included. Including return air travel, the
total trip value exceeds $690,000, highlighting the
Importance of events like this to the local economy,
% None of this would have been possible without the
incredible team behind the scenes. Qur volunteers

verwhelmingly positive

Iback from swimmers and spectators alike is
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Pier to Pine Ocean Swim Delivers an Epic Day !
Emily and Slaughter Bay- continued
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Check in, rego and merch tents: Greta Saldi, Alessia, care C“_"' is available 1o everyone on the

Tania Randall, Dinah Boswell; Photographer Ryan The service is don't have a Medicare card. You

Cooper and Setup and Packdown support: Dennis island, even if you don  omeone you care for

Sterling, William Buffett and Luca can call for your pe art of the Strengthening
A heartfelt thank you goes to our sponsors and 1300MED?Q-§-F:E: pwhich aims  to simplify

Medicare  Inta ‘5 ’improve service equity, and

partners: The Norfolk Travel Co, Baunti Tours,
Galaxy Freight, The Health Collective & Studio You,
Broad Leaf Villas, and product sponsors Zoggs,
2XU, Frank Green, Sunnylife and Emma and
Tom’s. We are also grateful to our local volunteer
sponsors The Orb, The Helm, The Salty, Slick and
Sons, Fitzys Farm, Foodlands, The Norfolk Island
Pharmacy, The Olive, The Golf Pro Shop, Prinke,
P&R, Paw Paws, Frenchies, CQ Design, Advance
Fishing, Hilli Goat, The Homestead and Two Drips.

Finally, sincere thanks to St Johns, EMNI,
Police, the School and Athletics for their support,
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n emergency departments.
visit www.1800medicare,
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For emergencies,

equipment and presence
to ensure the event was
conducted safely and
smoothly.

The Pier to Pine Ocean
Swim delivered a day to
remember — celebrating
sport, community and the
unique place we are lucky
enough to call home

Medal and Trophy
Winners

Full race results can be
found here https://www.
webscorer.com/275147

Thanks fe me yorlye &
let's do it again next year
on Sat the 16th Jan 2027!

Few new race
categories including
‘a Swim Run and a
200m  team  relay
wwwpierto
: PI“- B eanswimicom
- Get Training yorlye!

DOCUMENTS ON PUBLIC EXHIBITION

Development Applications on Public Exhibition
The following development applications are available for inspecticn and comments

To make a public submission on the below documents, piease follow the instructions on Council's
Current Applications page under Planning and Development and provide feedback before 4:00pm on

Public submission

Development Applications
closing date

8 May 2026

DABA 10/2026

Applicant: Ardi Investments Pty Lid

Location: Portion 38b22, 1080 Taylors Road

;roposeu Development; Allerations & Additions: Roof over verandah associated with
esort

Zone: Mixed Use

Category: Permissible (with consent)

nirc.gov.au/Planning-Environment/Planning-DevelopmentCurrent-Applications

Dgtermlned Development Applications
The following development applications have been determined,
and the Notice of Decision is available for public review*

Determined Development Applications Closing date to
apply for a review®

[paBA 412026
Applicant: D Brogden
Location: Portions 149d (partial), 153d1, 153d2, 15343, 153d4, 81 Grassy R
i ?‘Pmd Development. Change of use to add Tounist Atfraction and Fogd aon?jdonnks
Prem;ses as additional permitted uses of the premises
Decision: Approved 13 April 2026, with conditions.
~*Review: Decisions made in relation to development applicati i
ew: Ds : pplications are reviewa ] ithi
meaning of subsection 78(1) of the Planning Act 2002 (NI). The applicant/s o??ngﬁ?r?m !‘r-n!:!
id wﬂqm rl;l:'?:gc ;upmls?_{;u about the development application has the nght to apply to the ‘
i ive Review Tribunal for review of a decision on a develo icati i
I ¥ pment application.
for a review must be lodged within 28 days of the date the decision was givgﬁ. Vie\: mgeﬁg

-applications here: pirc gov au/Development-Determined-Applications.




